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1/14/18 – DFM 
Meeting for Business 

 
2/18/18 - BQM at Quakertown 

 
3/24/18 - PYM 

Continuing Session 
 

   January	2018	Newsletter	

       Refreshments Schedule 
 
January 7 Nancy Bentley                     
 
January 14 Tim Block                             
 
January 21 Maggi Boyer     
 
January 28 Stu Bush & Mel Scott

Education 

What is our Meeting’s role in 
the life and support of Friends’ 
education? If supporting or 
maintaining a Friends school, 
have we developed an 
appropriate relationship of 
Meeting and school? What is 
our role in the spiritual life of 
the school and its maintenance 
of Friends’ principles? 

What does our Meeting do to 
support education in the wider 
community? 

What help do we provide for 
the children and adults in our 
Meeting to pursue the  

 

 

education they seek, whether 
academic, technical, or 
vocational? Do we make 
provision for children in our 
Meeting to attend a Friends 
school? 

How do I show my concern for 
the improvement of public 
education in my community and 
in the world? 

Am I aware of what Friends 
schools are doing and of their 
plans for the future? How do I 
show encouragement and 
support? 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Meeting for Worship for Business 12/10/2017 
Doylestown Monthly Meeting Reports 

 
The query on integrity and simplicity was read. 
The November business meeting minutes were approved. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Pastoral Concerns: Jody Howe. The committee received a letter of application 
from Ginger Barlow. Visited by Stu Bush and Joe Simek on 12/3/17, Ginger’s 
membership was approved by the Pastoral Concerns Committee. The Meeting 
approved Ginger’s application to become a member. 
. 
The Pastoral Concerns Committee will contact Woody Carter to help create a 
memorial minute on the passing of Bob Trepeta. Once approved by the Meeting, 
the minute will be forwarded to the Friends Journal by the assistant clerk. 
 
The Pastoral Concerns Committee is also responsible for seeing that a profile of 
each new member appears in the Newsletter. Gale Linenberg will do Ginger 
Barlow and Bill Thode will do Ruth Schemm. This is a lovely way of getting to 
know new members. 
 
Joe Simek has fixed the meeting website so the “Opportunities for Service” is 
available. Joe can update the report. Questions and updates should be 
addressed to Joe. The link to the Opportunities for Service is in the bottom of the 
right hand column of the Committee Overview page. 
 
It was noted that Jen de Richmond has a new grandson, Finnbar Hutter, born to 
her son and daughter in law Alex and Perrin Hutter. 
 
Alan Keim is in the University of Pennsylvania Hospital. 
 
Worship & Ministry: Maggie Boyer reported that the Women’s Retreat was in 
October at Grove Hall in Ocean Grove NJ. It is recommended having the retreat 
for the same dates for next year. This year there were 10 attendees. The Meeting 
thanks Hannelore Devlin and Nancy Labs for their work on the retreat and 
Hannelore for decorating the meetinghouse for the holidays. 
 
Peace & Social Concerns: Jenny Isaacs. 
Arla Patch reported on her 2nd presentation of the Native American awareness 
workshop which she developed with the aid of a grant by the NJ Council on 
Humanities. It was extremely well-received. PYM promoted the event on its 
website and Arla begins service this month on the PYM Multicultural Audit 
Steering Committee. Since she is additionally exploring the possibility of doing 
some work with POWER Interfaith around adding Native awareness to their anti-
racism education, she indicated cautious willingness to serve as DFM's 



representative to POWER interfaith next year despite the fact that she is rotating 
off the Peace Committee. We continue to seek a member/attender of Meeting to 
replace her. Adam Bencsik has accepted nomination for a 2nd 2-year term. 
Jenny produced the final report of the legislative letter writing project. We had 
199 participants overall in 2017 including our 2 outreach events (Hiroshima Day 
& Peace Fair).   An average of 12 folks participated each month here at Meeting. 
This was an increase of 38% over 2016. 
Despite the success of this monthly activity, it is felt that the invitation to make 
contact with legislators through calls & letters has become a staple in the wider 
community and no longer needs to be a focus here at Meeting. In 2017, 
therefore, the Peace Committee plans to discontinue legislative letter writing and 
focus instead on inviting representatives from outside, grassroots organizing 
endeavors to share information on how folks can get directly involved in ongoing 
advocacy efforts. 
We will begin on January 28th with a presentation from SAVE Bucks Votes. On 
Feb 25 we will hold a discernment session for FCNL priorities. We have invited 
Citizens Climate Lobby for Mar 25 and will continue with outside groups 
presenting at the rise of Meeting every other month. Friends who are involved 
with such groups are encouraged to suggest them. The dates for these 
presentations will be May 27, July 29, Sep 30 and Nov 25. 
 
First Day School: Gail Linenberg indicated that Rick Howe wrote a play on 
integrity. The kids will be doing the play after meeting on December 24th at the 
rise of meeting. A 3-D build of the community will be made in January. Ginger will 
do the first day school coordinator next year. 
 
Treasurer: Bob Kupsch. In November we received 50% of the budget for the 
year. We are looking good from a contribution standpoint. $350 has been 
received in Bob Trepeta’s memory. This will go to general fund. 
 
Communications: Tim Carter/Joe Simek. The link to the “Opportunities for 
Service” report is in the bottom of the right hand column of the Committee 
Overview page. 
 
Property: Ted Dempsey. The main electric service from the street is cracked and 
is arcing when it gets wet. He will get PECO to look into this. He will get an 
electrician if necessary to fix it if it is not something PECO will handle. Ted asked 
Cookie Biggs to handle the back stair project. 
Snow removal requests will go on the listserv. 
 
Nominating: Rick Howe. The Meeting thanks Wendy Steginsky for the wonderful 
job she has done over the last two years as clerk of the Meeting. Her leadership 
and spiritual guidance have been a comfort and have given the Meeting the 
strength it needs to be a place of refuge for all of the members and attenders. 
 



Ruth Schemm for appointment to the Pastoral Concerns Committee (for a term 
commencing January 2018 and ending December 31, 2019) 
 
Susan Kupsch for appointment to the position of Assistant Clerk (for a term 
commencing January 2018 and ending December 31, 2018) 
 
Both appointments were approved. 
 
The following appointment made at the November meeting was made in error 
and should be reversed: Arla Patch for appointment to the Peace and Social 
Concerns Committee (for a term commencing January 2018 and ending 
December 31, 2019) 
 
The Nominating Committee has not been able to solicit a clerk from our 
membership. We have searched far and wide, including requesting former clerks 
to serve once again. Accordingly, the committee recommends that an interim co-
clerk position be approved for the coming year. It would be filled by up to four 
members who would coordinate amongst themselves to take on the duties and 
responsibilities of the position. Another possibility would involve the participation 
of standing committee clerks to facilitate MfWfB each month. The Nominating 
Committee is ready to reach out for persons to assist the co-clerks: to check the 
mail, make announcements, meet with prospective users of the meetinghouse, 
etc. Joe Simek, Jody Howe and Bill Thode volunteered. A fourth member will be 
announced shortly. It was approved to have four members share the clerks 
responsibilities. 
 
Directors of the Corporation: Diana Morris-Bauer. Talked with Liz Fritch who 
thought Doylestown Meeting had been under Buckingham meeting. Diana asked 
if there was a deed transfer. Dianna will try to locate the deed. The meeting has 
had 20 years of exclusive use of the driveway. There is no need to set up saw 
horses in the future. The safe was opened. The following was noted: 
 
There are four “In the Event of Death” forms from 1999. Are similar forms now 
managed by the Pastoral Care Committee? Should the four individuals be asked 
to complete an updated form? What should be done (if anything) with these four 
forms? Does the Meeting still have contact with Madeline Riesel? Diana will 
review with Jody Howe. 
 
Since the meetinghouse has undergone many renovations and updates since the 
last inventory video created by Peter Schiano in 2008, the Directors of the 
Corporation support filming a new one in 2018. Should the new video be stored 
on a flash drive to conserve space? Should the two VHS videos from 1994 and 
1996 be disposed of? Diana will forward the VHS videos to Bill Thode to review. 
 
There are two items mentioned in the 2008 inventory video that the Directors 
could not immediately account for: a) a framed poster of the branches of 



Quakerism that used to hang in the library area and b) a small stereo unit that 
used to sit atop the piano. It was noted that the small stereo is in the basement 
and the poster is being stored behind the piano. 
 
Other DFM Business: 
 
Discuss proposed minute on North Korea. The minute was read and appears 
below. We do not know if the Quarter has approved it. Research shows that it 
was approved by BQM in November. The minute was approved and Wendy 
will forward it back to Newtown Meeting. 
              
 Proposed Minute from Peace and Service on North Korea       10/10/17 
 
Newtown Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) urges 
the United States to reject any possibility of a military strike against North Korea. 
The use of military force on the Korean peninsula would cause massive loss of 
civilian lives and other horrific consequences to both North and South Korea and 
other peoples—including over 100,000 Americans who currently reside in South 
Korea. 
Like the Iraq war, an attack on North Korea would have many unintended 
adverse consequences. The likely escalation to the use of nuclear arms in any 
such conflict would permanently poison the environment for all people of the 
Earth. 
We call on Congress to constrain President Trump to pursue diplomacy aimed at 
lowering the threat of war. The United States should be assembling coalitions, 
not opening new divides for North Korea to exploit. Sanctions must be part of a 
strategy to bring North Korea to perceive its self-interest as aligned with peace. 
We urge the United States to reject war and threats of war. We urge 
maturity, patience, diplomacy and nonmilitary interactions that create 
incentives for peace and foster a better future for the Korean peninsula and 
all neighboring nation 
 
 

 



Send postal, telephone, and email changes, as well as requests to receive the email 
version of the newsletter, to the recorder: Peter Schiano (peter.schiano@gmail.com) 
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